6           MILITARY COLONIZATION AS A RESERVE FOR INDIA,

touched on. Meantime, I hazard the question: " Could a Hill Sani-
" tarium le expanded into such a Colony, and industrial pursuits de*
" veloped in connection therewith, so as eventually to fulfil the conditions
" adverted to, of a self-supporting Colony or Reserve Circle ?"

Apart from their value as absorbing surplus industrial^ energy, and
perhaps (when opened to volunteering) much of the floating vagrancy
of the State, such colonies would naturally be amongst the means of
securing a strategic grasp on the soil of India; affording as they
naturally would do the nucleus of a Militia or Reserve Force to
supplement the regular army; and, in conjunction with "entrenched
" camps " at the strategic points, would form rallying-points or refuges
for the non-combatant portion of our nation in case of popular revolu-
tion, and would immensely strengthen the hands of Government,

Military Asylums are (or could be made) similar in general features,
and   might,   perhaps,  be  considered  as Military Colonies in   statu
pupillari; and might even be affiliated with such colonies, and   the
whole included within the protection of entrenchments, such as have,
been alluded to.

8. I observe that in a former lecture from which I have quoted
(dated 30th October, 1872), I have enlarged on this special subject of
"Entrenched Camps" or Refuges, remarks with which I need not
trouble the present audience.

I would simply repeat that such works were strongly advocated Tby
such authorities as the late Sir Charles Napier, Sir Henry Lawrence,
and others; and I do not see why such purely military works should
not in a great measure be thrown up by British soldiers, especially in
the hills, where, in fact, strong working parties of various regiments
do annually hut themselves, make roads, and generally enact the part
of pioneers in ground selected for their summer encampments. To
see the robust, rosy appearance of such men, instead of the washed-
out faces one sees in the plains of India, is very cheering, I would ask,
also, What more honourable employment for the British soldier tlian
thus to construct works of grandeur and utility, such as the Eoman
soldiery have bequeathed to posterity as imperishable works on their
native soil, as also, indeed, on the soil of this our Britain, whose occupa-
tion by Bomans for several centuries bears a considerable historic parallel
in some respects to onr present occupation of India P1 Should we
eventually relinquish our great Indian dependency, British soldiers
might thus point to something greater than the traditional pyramids
of empty beer-bottles formerly attributed to us as a reproach.

If, moreover, the colonization of our splendid ranges of mountains be
inaugurated; Military Colonies (or Reserve Industrial Circles) fostered ;

and was on the point of submitting his plans to authority, when his term of com-
mand expired. _ As it was, he can attest that several of the Non-commissioned Staff
and others realized considerable sums of money by raising stock, curing bacon, &c.

The draft of this sketch is at hand, and the questions raised in it might be re-
produced perhaps for discussion with, advantage, would time and space admit, as a
suggestion for the industrial development of a Hill Dep6t.

1 Caesar landed in Britain, B.C. 55, and the last Roman soldier left the country
A.D. 426. The occupation of Britain, therefore, by the Romans lasted more than
toO years.                                                                           '